AI Tools Directory & Selection Matrix for Faculty
A Guide to Free and Accessible AI Tools for Planning, Teaching, Assessment, and Research
	This list covers common AI applications used to complete various teaching tasks. Please note that free-tier models frequently carry credit limits, public visibility constraints, or feature caps. Always verify generated content, adhere to institutional privacy guidelines, and include student accessibility requirements in prompts for generating content.



	Task / Purpose
	Best Free AI Tools (Linked)
	Faculty Notes & Usage Guidance

	Lesson Planning
	• ChatGPT
• Claude
• Gemini
• MagicSchool
• Brisk Teaching
	MagicSchool offers education-specific templates, while Brisk integrates into Google Docs/Slides and web browsers for in-context lesson creation. Note that Claude's free tier has lower message caps, while ChatGPT and Gemini Free have usage/feature limits.

	Syllabus Creation
	• ChatGPT
• Claude
• Gemini
• MagicSchool
• Canva Docs
	Claude is particularly effective for drafting and refining long-form documents and course descriptions and for using the correct tone. Canva Docs is recommended for designing and publishing finished syllabi as clean and readable handouts.

	Quiz & Assessment Generation
	• Brisk Teaching
• QuestionWell
• Quizizz AI
• ChatGPT
• Google Forms
	QuestionWell generates question banks, rubrics, unit plans, and readings, with direct export to Quizizz, Kahoot, or Google Forms. Be mindful of free limits: Quizizz has a small lifetime AI quiz allocation, and QuestionWell caps monthly exports.

	Rubrics Creation
	• ChatGPT
• Claude
• MagicSchool
• Brisk Teaching
	Write structured prompts requiring defined performance levels, observable criteria, point values, student-friendly language, and accommodations. MagicSchool features tailored rubric generators at their site while Brisk is an extension that integrates with Google Chrome and Microsoft Edge and can also integrate with Google  programs, Microsoft programs and with LMS platforms.

	Image Generation
	• Microsoft Designer
• Adobe Express
• Leonardo AI
• Canva
• Canva for Education
• Nano Banana

	Canva (especially Canva for Education) is strongly recommended where available. Free plans have constraints: Microsoft Designer uses a monthly credit allowance, and Leonardo AI's free creations are publicly visible.

	Presentation Creation
	• Canva
• Gamma
• Google Slides
• Microsoft PowerPoint
• Microsoft Copilot
	Gamma provides rapid prompt-to-deck generation but applies branding and starts with a one-time credit allotment. Google Slides (with Gemini) and PowerPoint (with Copilot/Designer) are robust default options. 

	Research & Literature Discovery
	• Perplexity
• Consensus
• Elicit
• Google Scholar
• Semantic Scholar
	These tools combine AI research synthesis with direct primary literature access. Pair AI summary discovery (Perplexity, Consensus, Elicit) with Google Scholar or Semantic Scholar to evaluate citation trails and review underlying primary sources.

	Study Guides & Learning Materials
	• NotebookLM
• ChatGPT
• Gemini
• Quizlet
	NotebookLM is the lead recommendation as it grounds study aids and Audio Overviews directly in instructor-uploaded source documents rather than general model knowledge. Free usage is substantial but capped.

	Video Captioning & Transcription
	• YouTube Studio
• CapCut
• Canva
• Microsoft Clipchamp
• Descript
	Clipchamp is convenient for Microsoft-centered institutions. For accessibility compliance, instructors must manually review and edit auto-captions for proper nouns, technical vocabulary, punctuation, and timing.

	Translation & Accessibility
	• DeepL
• Google Translate
• WAVE Accessibility Checker
• Microsoft Accessibility Checker
	Use DeepL and Google Translate for high-accuracy multi-language translation. Utilize WAVE and Microsoft Accessibility Checker to evaluate document and web resource compliance with accessibility standards.

	Audio & Voice Synthesis
	• ElevenLabs
• Descript
	ElevenLabs offers high-quality AI voice synthesis for creating instructional audio narration, while Descript provides advanced transcript-based audio editing and podcast production tools.



